The Inventory of Historic Battlefields

The Battle of Falkirk Il

Designation Record

The Inventory of Historic Battlefields is a list of nationally important battlefields
in Scotland. A battlefield is of national importance if it makes a contribution to the
understanding of the archaeology and history of the nation as a whole, or has the
potential to do so, or holds a particularly significant place in the national
consciousness. For a battlefield to be included in the Inventory, it must be considered
to be of national importance either for its association with key historical events or
figures; or for the physical remains and/or archaeological potential it contains; or for
its landscape context. In addition, it must be possible to define the site on a modern
map with a reasonable degree of accuracy.

The aim of the Inventory is to raise awareness of the significance of these
nationally important battlefield sites and to assist in their protection and
management for the future. Inventory battlefields are a material consideration in the
planning process. The Inventory is also a major resource for enhancing the
understanding, appreciation and enjoyment of historic battlefields, for promoting
education and stimulating further research, and for developing their potential as
attractions for visitors.
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FALKIRK I

Alternative Names: None

17 January 1746

Local Authority: Falkirk

NGR centred: NS 868 787

Date of Addition to Inventory: 21 March 2011
Date of last update: 14 December 2012

Overview and Statement of Significance

The second battle of Falkirk is significant as the penultimate battle of the
period of the Jacobite Risings. The Jacobite army at Falkirk is the largest ever
assembled, and it was the first time in the '45 Rising that the Jacobites faced
an experienced Government force in battle. It is the last time the Jacobites
would win a battle in pursuit of their long standing goal to restore the Stuart
dynasty, although it does nothing in the end to improve their fortunes.

The battle of Falkirk was the first battle to be fought in Scotland following the
return of the Jacobite army from its unsuccessful invasion of England in 1745.
The Jacobite army, led by Bonnie Prince Charlie (grandson of the exiled King
James VII and Il), returned to Scotland and had reached Stirling by early
January where they laid siege to the Castle.

The Hanoverian army , tasked with bringing the Jacobite army to battle,
marched from Edinburgh to Falkirk, planning to advance on Stirling. The
Jacobites moved first and set out to meet the Government forces. Although
the ensuing battle was a victory for the Jacobites, it was clumsy and
unsatisfying and marked the beginning of a downturn in their fortunes.

Inventory Boundary

The Inventory boundary defines the area in which the main events of the
battle are considered to have taken place (landscape context) and where
associated physical remains and archaeological evidence occur or may
be expected (specific qualities). The landscape context is described under
battlefield landscape: it encompasses areas of fighting, key movements of
troops across the landscape and other important locations, such as the
positions of camps or vantage points. Although the landscape has changed
since the time of the battle, key characteristics of the terrain at the time of the
battle can normally still be identified, enabling events to be more fully
understood and interpreted in their landscape context. Specific qualities are
described under physical remains and potential: these include landscape
features that played a significant role in the battle, other physical remains,
such as enclosures or built structures, and areas of known or potential
archaeological evidence.

The Inventory boundary for the Battle of Falkirk Il is defined on the
accompanying map and includes the following areas:
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e Lands to the west and south-west of Greenbank. The direction of the
advance of the Jacobite army and their initial deployment into battle
array.

e South Bantaskine Estate and land to the north of Greenbank. The
direction of the approach of the Government troops and their initial
deployment into battle array. This land includes the potential remains
of buildings which were used as shelter by the Government right.

e Greenbank Farm and lands to the south. The core of the battlefield
including the vantage point of Charlie’s Hill.

e Lands to the east and south-east of Greenbank, now housing estates
on the west of Falkirk. The probable route of the Government retreat.
This area includes the possible location of the mass grave at Dumyat
Drive and has high potential for burials.

e The terrain of the moor including the Greenbank ravine and the views
out from the marshland from the Jacobite position and the steep
sloping scarp to the north which the Government troops climbed onto
the moor. These well preserved landscape features are key to
understanding the manoeuvres of both armies.
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Contains Ordnance Survey data (c) Crown copyright and database rights [2015]. Ordnance Survey Licence number 100021521. F
You are not permitted to copy, sub-license, distribute or sell any of this data to third parties in any form.

Contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0.
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