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Designation Record 
 
The Inventory of Historic Battlefields is a list of nationally important battlefields 
in Scotland. A battlefield is of national importance if it makes a contribution to the 
understanding of the archaeology and history of the nation as a whole, or has the 
potential to do so, or holds a particularly significant place in the national 
consciousness. For a battlefield to be included in the Inventory, it must be considered 
to be of national importance either for its association with key historical events or 
figures; or for the physical remains and/or archaeological potential it contains; or for 
its landscape context. In addition, it must be possible to define the site on a modern 
map with a  reasonable degree of accuracy. 
 
The aim of the Inventory is to raise awareness of the significance of these 
nationally important battlefield sites and to assist in their protection and 
management for the future. Inventory battlefields are a material consideration in the 
planning process. The Inventory is also a major resource for enhancing the 
understanding, appreciation and enjoyment of historic battlefields, for promoting 
education and stimulating further research, and for developing their potential as 
attractions for visitors. 
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DUNBAR II 

Alternative Names: None 

3 September 1650   

Local Authority: East Lothian  

NGR centred:  NT 690 767 

Date of Addition to Inventory: 21 March 2011 

Date of last update: 14 December 2012 

 

Overview and Statement of Significance 

The battle of Dunbar is significant as the most influential battle fought in 
Scotland during the Wars of the Three Kingdoms.  It one of the largest and 
bloodiest battles in Scottish history and had substantial military and political 
consequences. It is also significant as one of Oliver Cromwell's finest 
battlefield victories. 

The English Parliamentarian army (supporters of the Commonwealth of 
England) under the command of Oliver Cromwell succeeded in defeating the 
larger Scottish Royalist army.  A large number of Scots were killed during the 
battle and over half the army was captured and marched to England to be 
imprisoned at Durham Cathedral.  

Victory for the English Parliamentarians at Dunbar left southern Scotland open 
to Cromwell.  He marched unopposed to Edinburgh and captured the city by 
December 1650.  Dunbar was one of Cromwell’s greatest military successes 
and played a key role in completing his rise to political power.  The following 
two Scottish defeats at Inverkeithing (July 1651) and Worcester (September 
1651) destroyed any serious Scottish bid for the restoration of Charles II and 
signalled the end of Scotland’s role in the Wars of the Three Kingdoms.  

 

Inventory Boundary 

The Inventory boundary defines the area in which the main events of the 
battle are considered to have taken place (landscape context) and where 
associated physical remains and archaeological evidence occur or may 
be expected (specific qualities). The landscape context is described under 
battlefield landscape: it encompasses areas of fighting, key movements of 
troops across the landscape and other important locations, such as the 
positions of camps or vantage points. Although the landscape has changed 
since the time of the battle, key characteristics of the terrain at the time of the 
battle can normally still be identified, enabling events to be more fully 
understood and interpreted in their landscape context.  Specific qualities are 
described under physical remains and potential: these include landscape 
features that played a significant role in the battle, other physical remains, 
such as enclosures or built structures, and areas of known or potential 
archaeological evidence.  
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The Inventory boundary for the Battle of Dunbar II is defined on the 
accompanying map and includes the following areas: 

 The slopes and summit of Doon Hill where the Scots camped and 
initially deployed. 

 Broxmouth House and designed landscape and the southern part of 
Dunbar.  The locations of the English camps including the graveyard of 
Queen’s Road Parish Church in Dunbar where the baggage train and 
artillery were located. 

 The Brox/Spott Burn and lands adjacent to the north, south and east.  
The general location of the main battle and the crossing point of the 
English army. 

 Meikle Pinkerton Farm and lands to the north and south.  The location 
of the Scottish right flank as shown on Fisher’s contemporary map. 

 The well preserved landscape characteristics of the battlefield including 
the views out and relationship between the summit and the lower 
slopes of Doon Hill, along with the Brox Burn and Broxmouth House 
and grounds.   
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