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Background 

As noted in the 2024 HLM report, the stability of the oriel window masonry was 
highlighted as concern.  Indeed, this has been known about for some time and was 
being monitored awaiting funding became available to allow remedial works to take 
place.   Following the report this area was fenced off and an enclosure was also added 
at ground level.  It appears unlikely that funding will be forthcoming soon so in the 
meantime we seek to prevent access to the windows as a temporary measure.   

 

Proposal 

It is proposed to introduce a wire net as a lightweight balustrade element to prevent 
access into the bay areas.   

 

Method 

At each reveal, up to a height of approximately 1100mm above FFL  a series of fixings 
will be installed into joints, (where possible), to provide adequate fixings for the Webnet.  
On the left hand side hooks, on the right eye bolts.   Hooks will be used down one side to 
allow the Webnet to be unhooked and moved aside in future to complete periodic 
maintenance as required.   These fixings will be used to secure a perimeter edge rope 
which will also span the gap at 1100mm and 150mm above FFL.   

Once the hooks and eyes are in place the 8mm edge rope is threaded through the eyes 
and hooks.  Both ends of the rope should have eyes installed with crimps, with ends 
connected to the turnbuckle.  This is then tightened until the edge cable is taught 
creating a ring.   

The Webnet should then be cut to fit the ring and held in place close to the ring with the 
use of zip ties.  Once held in place a 2mm dia s/s rope is then lacing along the side of 
the Webnet looping through each net hole and in turn around the 8mm edge rope.  Once 
completed the ends are crimped together.   
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Fig 1: Turnbuckle, eyebolts and Webnet Micro products 

It is proposed to install Jakob Webnet Micro (or similar), 316 grade s/s mesh, 2mm rope 
dia. 50x91mm mesh size with a 43mm mesh aperture across the web.   In this instance 
the edge rope will be a much thicker 8mm s/s steel rope to ensure a robust edge.  The 
Webnet will be laced onto the 8mm rope using 2mm s/s rope.   

Access to the restricted space will be facilitated by loosening the turnbuckle and 
unhooking the rope from the hooks, allowing the Webnet to be placed on one side, 
before being hooked back up and tightened once more when maintenance is 
completed.    
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Table 1: Webnet product specifications table and key 

 

Fig 2: Proposed net installation locations.  

 
Fig 3: Webnet laced into 8mm dia tensioned cable supported on eyes and hooks inset to masonry.  


