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Countryside Access Design Guide

• Notes
A perch is a simple and informal resting point that people can lean against or use semi-seated. Perches can be very helpful
in assisting access if they are located along paths at points where people may wish to rest, for example along steeper
sections, at the top of a climb, or at a viewpoint. Because of the way in which perches are intended to be used, they
should be set higher than a seat, preferably at between 550 and 750 above ground level. Ideally, perches of different
heights within this range should be provided since some people may find getting up from the lower ones a little difficult.

This timber perch was designed by Phil Clarke and Hugh Muschamp of the ‘Paths for All Partnership’. 

A key feature of the design is that it minimises the amount of timber and uses a single timber size with limited preparation. It
also allows the height of the seat to be selected by varying the depth of insertion of the main support into the ground; this
therefore allows one design to be used, without alteration, to instal perches of different heights.

• Construction and Installation Details
Main Support : 1 no. 150 x 100 x 1800 

Seat : 2 no. 150 x 100 x 350 and 
1 no. 150 x 100 x 225 

Fixings : Seat timbers bolted together and fixed to the main support with 3 no. 360 long M16 threaded bars or coach
bolts. Seat timbers and main support pre-drilled as required with18mm clearance holes. Bolt heads and nuts countersunk
(40mm diam. x 40mm deep) and plugged (with wooden plugs, 41mm diam. x 20mm thick). Plugs should be glued into
holes.

A 360mm M16 threaded bar should be fitted through the base of the main support prior to installation to prevent the
perch from being pulled out. 

Main support should be installed to the required depth for the desired height of the perch. The hole should be backfilled
with well rammed earth and stones, with larger rocks wedged at the toe and at the ‘heel’ (i.e. at the back, just below
ground level) to prevent movement. Concrete may be required in softer soils or where less than 750 of the main support is
below ground level.

• Design Source and Contacts for Further Information
Design Source and : Paths for All Partnership, Inglewood house, Tullibody Road, Alloa. FK10 2HU. 

Further Information : Tel 01259 218888. Fax 01259 218488.

• User Notes : Design Modifications and Reference Information
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