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Case information 
 

 
Case ID 300018017 
File Reference HGH/B/CB/64 
Name of Site  Fountain, Zetland Park, Dalratho Road, Grangemouth 

 
Local Authority Falkirk Council 

National Grid 
Reference 

NS 92943 81623 

Designation No.  
(if any) 

LB52399 

Designation Type Listed Building Current 
Category of 
Listing 

 N/A 

Case Type Designation  
 

 
Received/Start Date 25/06/2016 
Decision Date 09/09/2016 

 
1. Decision 

 

In our current state of knowledge, the Fountain, Zetland Park is considered to meet 
the criteria for listing at category C. The building has been designated (listed).  

 

Previous 
Statutory 
Address 

N/A 

New Statutory 
Address  

Fountain, Zetland Park, Dalratho Road, Grangemouth 

 
 

2. Designation Background and Development Proposals
 

 
2.1 Designation Background 
 
There is no known previous listing review.  
 
2.2 Development Proposals 
 
There are no known development proposals. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Designations:  
Report on Handling  
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3. Assessment  
 

 
3.1 Assessment information 
 
The Fountain, Zetland Park was visited on 07/06/2016 and photos were taken.  
 
3.2 Assessment against designation criteria 
 
The Fountain, Zetland Park was found to meet the criteria for listing. 

 
An assessment against the listing criteria was carried out. See Annex A.  

 
The designation criteria are published in the Historic Environment Scotland policy 
statement June 2016, Annex 2, pp. 51-53. 
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/advice-and-support/planning-and-
guidance/legislation-and-guidance/historic-environment-scotland-policy-statement/  
 

 
 

Elizabeth McCrone 
Head of Designations 
Heritage Management  
Historic Environment Scotland 
 
Contact  Yvonne Hillyard, Designations Officer 

Yvonne.hillyard@hes.scot, 0131 668 8088 

 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.historicenvironment.scot/advice-and-support/planning-and-guidance/legislation-and-guidance/historic-environment-scotland-policy-statement/
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/advice-and-support/planning-and-guidance/legislation-and-guidance/historic-environment-scotland-policy-statement/
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ANNEX A – Assessment Against the Listing Criteria* 

Fountain, Zetland Park, Dalratho Road 

 
 
1. Description 
 
The fountain was designed and erected in 1882 and is located in Zetland Park. 
Alterations were made about 1923 when the fountain was relocated within the public 
park. There were further alterations after the 1930s. The fountain takes the form of a 
large circular cast iron basin set on a four-course, ashlar masonry sandstone base. 
The basin has two outer cast iron side bowls for drinking water on fretted arched 
panels and a central pedestal surrounded by four kneeling cast iron winged angels. 
This supports a shallow, open bowl with beaded rim and eight water spouts. 
 

 
 

2. Assessment Against the Listing Criteria (HES Policy Statement, 2016) 

Annex 2, pp. 51-52 
 

Criteria for determining whether a building is of ‘special architectural or historic interest’ for listing 

under the terms of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997 

[www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1997/9/contents]  

To be listed, a building need not meet all the listing criteria. The criteria provide a framework within which judgement is 

exercised in reaching individual decisions.  
 
2.1 Age and Rarity 
 
In 1880 the Earl of Zetland offered an area of ground for a public park in 
Grangemouth.  This was accepted by the Town Council and the Park was opened on 
3 June 1882.  The fountain was gifted by the Lord Provost of Grangemouth, Hugh 
Macpherson. The fountain was in place when the park was opened and the water 
was turned on by the Provost’s wife, Mrs Elizabeth Macpherson, at the opening 
ceremony. The opening of the park coincided with that of the new Carron Dock and 
the ceremonies were conducted on one day. A commemorative medal which shows 
the appearance of the fountain at that date (with a further cast iron superstructure) 
was struck on the occasion of the opening of the park.  The reverse side the medal 
commemorates the presentation of the public park by the Earl of Zetland and the 
opening of the new docks. 
 
The fountain was originally located at the northernmost end of the park.  The 
fountain was relocated 1923 when the War Memorial was constructed in this 
northern position and the fountain moved to its current position further south. An 
image of the 1930s indicates that the fountain had been raised from its original 3-
course base to four courses and also with the insertion of a concrete surround and 
concrete steps on either side replacing the single sandstone step, presumably when 
it was moved, but its superstructure was visibly in place at this date.  Part of the 
superstructure of the fountain was removed at some point since then (see below) but 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1997/9/contents
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the exact date is unknown. However the fountain still retains many elements dating 
from its date of construction.  
 
There were many drinking fountains erected during the second half of the 19th 
century in towns over the United Kingdom to provide a ready supply of clean drinking 
water before running water in households was universally available. The London 
fountain movement was launched on 12th April 1859 and was an association formed 
by Samuel Gurney. Drinking fresh water was encouraged as a better option than 
beer or other alcoholic beverages.  At the same time the Temperance Movement 
initiated philanthropic donations for memorial fountains, and ensured that many 
fountains were erected close to pubs. The Art Journal of 1860 reported: 

‘The public drinking fountain offers to the thirsty an alternative. It does not affect, it 
does not aim or even desire to coerce men to be sober; but it gives to all a chance of 
sobriety. It enables the poor in our cities and towns to choose whether their thirst 
shall be allayed by its cool stream, or by what the public-house has to offer from its 
“stores.” It asks no payment for water, if men are willing or desirous to drink water; 
and it leaves them to determine which is the better, the free draught from the spring, 
or the costly potations that contain ingredients of a character so dangerous and 
perchance so destructive. Without drinking fountains, in the great majority of 
instances, persons in the humbler stations of life are actually compelled to frequent 
and habitually to spend portions of their small income at public-houses.’ (The Art 
Journal, Volume VI, 1860). The journal also noted that … ‘it is altogether most 
becoming that the ‘drinking fountain’ should become a work of Art’. 

With the advent of readily available fresh water drinking fountains lost their original 
purpose and remained simply as decorative features in the streetscape. Many have 
fallen into disrepair or been extensively altered.  They are therefore a relatively rare 
type of structure with only 18 iron drinking fountains presently listed in Scotland. Of 
those listed iron fountains only four are earlier than that at Grangemouth.   
 
In this context, the Zetland Park fountain is considered to be a relatively early 
example of the type in Scotland. While it has been moved to a new location in the 
1920s and has since lost some of its early fabric, the design is known to be 
uncommon for its type and retains good decorative features such as its drinking 
bowls and the cast angels (see below). 
 
2.2 Architectural or Historic Interest 

Interior  

N/A 

Plan form  

N/A 

Technological excellence or innovation, material or design quality  

The maker of this fountain has not yet been identified.  Unusually there is no 
evidence of a maker’s mark.  However it is possible this this was lost when the 
fountain was moved and reconstructed.   
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The side basins with fretted panels and the angels supporting the basin are relatively 
unusual design motifs and their survival is of interest and is not found elsewhere in 
Scotland.  It is almost certain that one of the local foundries made the fountain.  
Newspapers document that the layout of the park was funded by public subscription 
and two local iron companies, the Falkirk Iron Company and the Carron Company 
supplied (presumably free of charge) chairs, the flagstaff which was surmounted by a 
model ship, and railings. It is possible that one of these two foundries was therefore 
responsible.  
 
However there is a further reason for believing that the fountain was made locally. It 
was commissioned at the expense of the Lord Provost Hugh Macpherson. 
Macpherson (1833-1899) was wholly committed to supporting the community and 
was involved with the Falkirk United Christian Fellowship, the Town Mission, the 
YMCA, the Coast Mission and the Foundry Boys Meeting as well as the local Free 
Church.  He served as a Police Commissioner and on the School Board. He was 
also an advocate of temperance and in his position as Lord Provost was reluctant to 
grant new licenses for public houses. It is clear that he would have supported the 
local foundries by employing them to cast the fountain. He may however have 
supplied ideas for the design.  Macpherson was a self-made man who established 
the Forth Saw Mills in 1867 and is described as a timber merchant in census 
records.  He imported foreign timber and there is evidence that he had business 
interests on the Continent.  At the time of his death he relinquished his interest in a 
Feldspar mine in Christiansund in Norway. 
 
Grangemouth Town Council Minutes do not give details of the designer of the 
fountain but from these minutes it is clear that the construction of the park was dealt 
with by a Parks Sub-Committee.  No records of this survive.  However it is recorded 
(Buildings of Scotland) that the architectural practice A & W Black of Falkirk was 
responsible for the design and layout of Zetland Park.  The uncatalogued papers of 
Hugh Macpherson in Falkirk Archives show that William Black undertook work for 
Macpherson privately including the construction of a workshop in 1882 and the 
procurement of lairs in Falkirk Cemetery on his behalf in 1889. It is very likely that 
Black made a design for the fountain which was then cast by one of the local firms.  
 
The fountain, as noted above, has been altered.  The upper basin was formerly 
surmounted by a fluted column supporting another basin on which a sculpted figure 
holding an urn on her head from which water poured, filling the top bowl which in turn 
filled the middle bowl and flowed from eight spouts into the base bowl.  It has been 
suggested that by comparison with other drinking fountains (for example those 
illustrated in the catalogues of Walter Macfarlane & Co) that there may have been 
chains with cups attached on the side bowls.  
 
Some alterations have been made to the fountain but the design is highly unusual.  
Nothing similar is recorded in the Scottish Ironwork database.  
 

Setting  
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The fountain is located in open ground at the intersection of a number of paths in 
Zetland Park. Along with the war memorial, the fountain is a significant visual focal 
point in the park which in this area is largely open lawns.  

 

Regional variations  

There are no known regional variations. 
 
 
2.3 Close Historical Associations 
 
There are no known associations with a person or event of national importance at 
present (2016). 
 
There a locally significant association with foundry industries nearby at Falkirk.  
 
The fountain was gifted to the town by the Lord Provost Hugh Macpherson who was 
deeply concerned with the welfare of the townspeople and was a committed 
supporter of local industry which would seem to confirm that the fountain was cast 
locally. 

 
3. Working with the Principles of Listing (HES Policy Statement, 2016) 

Annex 2, pp. 53 
 

In choosing buildings within the above broad headings particular attention is paid to: 

a. special value within building types 

b. contribution to an architecturally or historically interesting group 

c. the impact of a grouping of buildings 

d. authenticity 

 

When working with the principles of listing Memorial Fountain, Zetland Park has 
particular interest under a, b and d  

a. The design of the drinking fountain is unusual, in particular the side basins with 
fretted panels and the angels on the central columns.  No similar examples are 
known in Scotland.  

b. The fountain is a good example of a type of structure of which there are now 
relatively few in Scotland. 

d. The superstructure of the fountain has been lost and a concrete plinth and side 
steps added but the main basin on a coursed sandstone base, and sculpted figures 
supporting the second basin and the side basins, all dating from 1882 are still in situ. 

 
4. Summary of Assessment Against the Listing Criteria** 

 
The fountain in Zetland Park dating from 1882 is a good surviving example of a cast 
iron drinking fountain with some unusual surviving features, including the fretted 
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panels on the side basins and the angels supporting the second basin. It is a 
relatively early example of its type following the advent of the Temperance 
Movement in the UK in 1859. Although it bears no maker’s mark, it is likely to have 
been cast in a local foundry, probably the Falkirk Foundry or the Carron Ironworks 
who provided the seats, railings and flagpole at the time the park was opened.  The 
fountain was gifted to the town by the Lord Provost Hugh Macpherson who was 
deeply concerned with the welfare of the townspeople and was a committed 
supporter of local industry which would seem to confirm that the fountain was cast 
locally. 

 
5. Category of Listing 

 
Categories of listing are non-statutory and buildings are assigned a category (A, B or C) according to 

their relative importance following the assessment against the criteria for listing.  

Category definitions are found at: https://www.historicenvironment.scot/advice-and-support/listing-

scheduling-and-designations/listed-buildings/what-is-listing/  

 
Category C denotes buildings of local importance; lesser examples of any period, 
style or building type, as originally constructed or moderately altered; and 
simple, traditional buildings that group well with other listed buildings. The fountain 
has been assigned category C as although it has a very unusual design, a number of 
alterations have been made to the structure.  

 
6. Other Information 

 
 
N/A 
 
7. References 

 
Canmore: http://canmore.org.uk/ CANMORE ID 220956  
 
Maps 
 
Ordnance Survey (Revised 1896, published 1897) 2nd edition map 25 inches to the 
mile.  Southampton: Ordnance survey 
 
Ordnance Survey (Revised 1914, published 1915) 3rd edition map 25 inches to the 
mile.  Southampton: Ordnance survey 
 
Ordnance Survey (Revised 1943, published 1947) 4th edition map 25 inches to the 
mile.  Southampton: Ordnance survey 
 
Archives 
 
Callendar House, Falkirk Archives, Grangemouth Town Council Minutes, A816.001/02 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.historicenvironment.scot/advice-and-support/listing-scheduling-and-designations/listed-buildings/what-is-listing/
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/advice-and-support/listing-scheduling-and-designations/listed-buildings/what-is-listing/
http://canmore.org.uk/
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Callendar House, Falkirk Archives, Russell & Aitken archive, Hugh Macpherson 
Papers [uncatalogued] 
 
Printed Sources 
 
The Art Journal, Volume VI, 1860. The Art Journal, Virtue & Co. 1860 
Dundee Courier 5 June 1882, p3 
Edinburgh Evening News 19 August 1880, p2 
Falkirk Herald 10 June 1882, p4 
Falkirk Herald 22 November 1893, p4 
Falkirk Herald 17 May 1899, p6 
Falkirk Herald 29 December 1936, p34 
Glasgow Herald 5 June 1882, p7 
The London Gazette 30 March 1900 
 
Online sources 
 
http://www.falkirklocalhistorysociety.co.uk/home/index.php?id=165 [accessed July 
2016] 
 
https://memorialdrinkingfountains.wordpress.com/ [accessed July 2016] 
 
Dictionary of Scottish Architects.  Entry for A & W Black  
http://www.scottisharchitects.org.uk/architect_full.php?id=100216 [accessed July 
2016] 
 

 
 
* This assessment is based on our current state of knowledge and has been prepared for the purpose of consultation or to 

provide a view on the special interest of a building. This assessment is a consultation document and will form the basis of any 

new or updated listed building record should the structure be listed. The content of this assessment may change to take into 

account further information received as a result of the consultation process. 

** A building may be found to meet the listing criteria but in some circumstances may not be added to the list. See ‘When might 

Historic Environment Scotland list a building’ at https://www.historicenvironment.scot/advice-and-support/listing-scheduling-

and-designations/listed-buildings/what-is-listing/  
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