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1. Decision

In our current state of knowledge, 11 and 13 Main Street, (The Old Smugglers Inn),
continues to meet the criteria for listing. The statutory listing address and the listed
building record have been amended. The category of listing has been changed from

B to C.

Previous Auchencairn, The Smugglers Inn

Statutory

Address

New Statutory 11 and 13 Main Street (The Old Smugglers Inn), excluding
address 20t™ century flat roof extension to rear of 13 Main Street,

Auchencairn

2. Designation Background and Development Proposals

2.1 Designation Background
This building was listed at category B on 4/11/1971. The Listed Building Record was
updated in 1990.
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2.2 Development Proposals

There are no known development proposals.

3. Assessment

3.1 Assessment information

11 and 13 Main Street, (The OIld Smugglers Inn), Auchencairn, was visited on
12/01/2016.

The exterior and interior were seen.

9 Main Street does not appear to be associated with this building.

3.2 Assessment against designation criteria

An assessment against the listing criteria was carried out. See Annex A.

The designation criteria are published in the Historic Environment Scotland policy
statement June 2016, Annex 2, pp. 51-53.

https://www.historicenvironment.scot/advice-and-support/planning-and-
quidance/legislation-and-quidance/historic-environment-scotland-policy-statement/

Elizabeth McCrone

Head of Designations
Heritage Management
Historic Environment Scotland

Contact  Joan Richardson, Designations Officer
Joan.richardson@hes.scot 0131 668 8911
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ANNEX A — Assessment Against the Listing Criteria*

11 and 13 Main Street (The Old Smugglers Inn), excluding 20" century flat roof
extension to rear of 13 Main Street, Auchencairn

1. Description

Late 18th century pair of 2- and 3-storey, 3-bay, rectangular plan houses converted
to use as an inn and public house in the 19th century, set along a principal road in
Auchencairn village. In accordance with Section 1 (4A) of the Planning (Listed
Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997 the following is excluded
from the listing: 20th century flat roof extension to rear of 13 Main Street.

The front (south) elevation facing the road is 2 storeys and each house has a central
door flanked by symmetrically arranged window openings. The west house is
rendered stone, whilst the east is painted stone rubble. Both buildings have painted
margins to the doors and projecting cills.

The rear elevation (north) of the east house is 3 storeys, with the land falling away to
a basement storey with 3 access doors. The window openings to the rear elevation
of both houses are irregularly arranged.

The building has predominantly 12-pane and plate glass in timber sash and case
windows. The roof is grey slated, with two granite gable chimneystacks and a central
ridge stack at the join of the two houses. All are mounted with circular cans.

The interior was seen in 2016 and has some features in keeping with its late 18"
century date, including basement steps, window shutters, a dog-leg staircase in the
west property, and moulded timber architraves and cornicing in the east property.
The two properties are linked internally at ground and first floor.

2. Assessment Against the Listing Criteria (HES Policy Statement, 2016)
Annex 2, pp. 51-52

Criteria for determining whether a building is of ‘special architectural or historic interest’ for listing
under the terms of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997
[www.leqgislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1997/9/contents]

To be listed, a building need not meet all the listing criteria. The criteria provide a framework within which judgement is
exercised in reaching individual decisions.

2.1 Age and Rarity

The pair of houses at 11 and 13 Main Street were constructed sometime between
1770 and 1800. The village of Auchencairn first appears on John Ainslie’s map of
1789. The street known today as Main Street is depicted here, however buildings are

Historic Environment Scotland - Scottish Charity No. SC045925
Registered Address: Longmore House, Salisbury Place, Edinburgh, EH9 1SH


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1997/9/contents

not distinguishable due to the map scale. The buildings first appear on the six-inch
15t Edition Ordnance Survey map (surveyed 1849 and published 1854), labelled as
the Black Lion Inn.

Auchencairn is a village situated near the south shore of Dumfries and Galloway. It
was established in the 17" century as an agricultural village, with associated fishery
and small port at nearby Auchencairn Bay. The village grew around a corn mill and
the oldest houses in Auchencairn are those nearest the now demolished corn mill
site to the west of the village. The village is briefly mentioned in the first Statistical
Account of Scotland 1791-99, however much more detail is provided in the second
Statistical Account 1834-45: ‘This is a thriving place, with much of an English
character in its general aspect. The houses are of a superior description, -
interspersed with trees, - built on no regular plan, - but exhibiting, as a whole, that
cheerful and riant [looking bright or cheerful] appearance for which the villages of the
south are so remarkable.’

From the mid 18" century onwards, there was a gradual improvement in the
condition of Scotland’s roads and of the general travel infrastructure. This meant that
it was easier for people to move around, leading to an increase in the number of inns
built to provide accommodation for travellers. At Auchencairn, both the increasing
ease of travel and the proximity of the village to Auchencairn Bay meant there were
more people travelling to the area.

Many inns around this time were recorded to have included a commercial room, a
parlour, bedrooms and stabling. It is unclear whether the commercial room was a
requirement for the inns of the time, however this feature was present in ‘nearly all
nineteenth and earlier twentieth century hotels, enabling coachmen and travelling
servants to dine separately’ (Walker 2003).

There was previously another inn in Auchencairn, The Commercial Inn (listed at
category B — LB 17081). The building stands at 19 — 21 Main Street and was also
built as a pair of houses that was converted to a hotel during the 19" century. It
remained in use up until the 20" century. The building has since been converted
back into one larger house, retaining its 19" century exterior.

The pair of houses at 11 and 13 Main Street were in use as a public house and hotel
up until 2015, and was formerly called The Black Lion Inn and The Auchencairn
Arms Hotel. While there has been alteration to the interior, the pair of houses are
relatively unaltered to the exterior street elevation and largely retain their late 18t™
century form.

Late 18" and 19" century hotels or inns are not a rare building type and can be
found across Scotland, however they are often among the more prominent buildings
in villages and small towns due to their commercial use. Early examples that survive
in a little altered form may be listed.
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There is a flat roofed single storey rectangular-plan extension to the rear of 13 Main
Street, dating from the mid-20" century. It was found not to meet the criteria for
listing and it is excluded from the listing.

2.2 Architectural or Historic Interest
Interior

Internally, the property has been incrementally altered over the past two centuries,
reflecting its continued use as an inn and public house until February 2015, since
when it has been unoccupied. Some standard late 18" and 19" century features
have been retained, such as timber sash and case windows (which are thought to be
19t century replacements), window shutters, a basement barrel roll and steps, a
staircase in the west property, moulded timber architraves and cornicing in the east

property.
Plan form

The rectangular plan forms of the houses, as evident on the 15t Edition Ordnance
Survey map (surveyed 1849), and which are still seen today, is typical for this
building type.

The internal arrangement of the building at basement and first floor level is mainly
late 18™ century with 19" century modification when the houses were linked
internally to form the inn and public house.

Technological excellence or innovation, material or design quality

The building is of coursed rubble stone, which is typical for the building’s date. There
are also some architectural features which are typical of the late 18™ century, such
as the location of the upper windows abutting the eaves and widely spaced, smaller
window openings on the rear of the pair of houses. The late 18th century principal
elevation is largely intact with minimal change from the 19" century conversion to an
inn and public house.

Setting

The building is prominently positioned on a bend in the road at the entrance to
Auchencairn. 11 and 13 Main Street is one of the larger buildings in the village,
which was built up incrementally over the course of the 18" and 19™ centuries. As
such it contributes to an understanding of the development of Auchencairn and its
prosperity during the 19™ century.

Regional variations

There is no regional variation but there is local significance in the use of granite for
the chimneystacks. Granite is found in some local areas throughout Dumfries and
Galloway.

2.3 Close Historical Associations

None known at present

Historic Environment Scotland - Scottish Charity No. SC045925
Registered Address: Longmore House, Salisbury Place, Edinburgh, EH9 1SH



3. Working with the Principles of Listing (HES Policy Statement, 2016)
Annex 2, pp. 53

In choosing buildings within the above broad headings particular attention is paid to:

a. special value within building types

b. contribution to an architecturally or historically interesting group
c. the impact of vernacular buildings

d. authenticity

When working with the principles of listing 11 and 13 Main Street, The Old
Smugglers Inn, has particular interest under a and d:

a. This pair of traditional houses was converted to a public house early in its history.

d. The building is relatively intact to the exterior, both to the front and rear, retaining
its 18th century form and historic character.

4. Summary of Assessment Against the Listing Criteria**

11 and 13 Main Street dates to the late 18™ century and is a relatively externally
unaltered example of a pair of houses converted to an inn and public house during
the 19" century. It is a prominent building in the Auchencairn streetscape and shows
the growing prosperity of the village during the 19™ century. The building retains
many of its 18" century features, such as its window openings, roofline and
chimneystacks and as such contributes to the overall historic character of the area.

In our current state of knowledge it continues to meet the criteria for listing.

In accordance with Section 1 (4A) of the Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997 the following is excluded from the listing:
20t century flat roof extension to rear of 13 Main Street, Auchencairn.

5. Category of Listing

Categories of listing are non-statutory and buildings are assigned a category (A, B or C) according to
their relative importance following the assessment against the criteria for listing.

Category definitions are found at: https://www.historicenvironment.scot/advice-and-support/listing-
scheduling-and-designations/listed-buildings/what-is-listing/

11 and 13 Main Street is a relatively externally intact example of its building type.
Category C is considered the appropriate level of listing in view of its local
importance.

6. Other Information

N/A
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* This assessment is based on our current state of knowledge and has been prepared for the purpose of consultation or to
provide a view on the special interest of a building. This assessment is a consultation document and will form the basis of any
new or updated listed building record should the structure be listed. The content of this assessment may change to take into
account further information received as a result of the consultation process.

** A building may be found to meet the listing criteria but in some circumstances may not be added to the list. See ‘When might
Historic Environment Scotland list a building” at https://www.historicenvironment.scot/advice-and-support/listing-scheduling-
and-designations/listed-buildings/what-is-listing/
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