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Wallhead Details

(Soft Topping & Rough Racking)

7690/08

Saving St Bride's Chapel Arran Group

Proposed Consolidation, Repairs & 
Restoration Work to St Bride's Chapel, 
Margnaheglish, Lamlash, Isle of Arran.

KEY:-

Extent of anticipated downtaking and reconstruction 
to match original arrangement.

Rough Racking

Bentonite Clay/ Sand mix

Turf (root side up)

Turf (root side down)

Areas of re-pointing

Layer 4: Locally sourced low maintenance turf (taken 
from outwith the Scheduled area) installed root side down

Layer 3: Locally sourced low maintenance turf (taken 
from outwith the Scheduled area) installed root side up 
to provide additional growing medium for top layer of turf

Layer 2: Bentonite clay mixed with sand installed to a minimum 
depth of 100mm to create a convex profile to wallhead

Layer 1: Rough racking shaped where 
required to create convex profile along the 
entire wallhead to be soft capped. 

Existing wall core

Existing stonework locally taken down 
(where indicated on elevation drawings) to 
facilitate root removal

Additional turf packing installed at 
this point to avoid a dip in the turf.

Top layer of turf tucked underneath 
itself at the edges to increase depth of 
growing medium and to avoid 'die back'

Timber pegs bedded into clay at regular 
centres to secure turf until fully established

Layer 1

Layer 2

Layer 3
Layer 4

Pitch biodegradable mesh (50mm mesh 
size) pegged over turf to secure turf until 
fully established.
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Layer 1

Layer 2

Layer 3

Re-pointing to 
specification

Existing vegetation 
carefully removed to 
specification

Timber pegs bedded into clay at regular 
centres to secure turf until fully established

Pitch biodegradable mesh (50mm mesh 
size) pegged over turf to secure turf until 
fully established.

Layer 3: Locally sourced low maintenance turf (taken 
from outwith the Scheduled area) installed root side down

Layer 2: Locally sourced low maintenance turf (taken 
from outwith the Scheduled area) installed root side up 
to provide additional growing medium for top layer of turf

Layer 1: Bentonite clay mixed with sand installed to a minimum 
depth of 100mm to create a convex profile to wallhead

Additional turf packing installed at 
this point to avoid a dip in the turf.

Re-pointing to specification

Existing cornice stones 
carefully removed to allow 
full removal of vegetation. 
Cornices to be re-bedded to 
specification

Existing high level stonework 
carefully removed to allow full 
removal of vegetation. 
Stonework to be reinstated 
thereafter. (refer to elevation 
drawings for locations)

Soft Topping: Cornice Areas

Remove existing turf and sedum setting aside for possible
re-use. Supplement with local turf (taken from outside
monument area) where required. Fill voids & point cornice
stones using lime mortar to specification provided by the
Scottish Lime Centre. Install bentonite clay/ sand layer
(minimum depth of 100mm) to create concave profile, and two
layers of turf (the bottom layer turned upside down) secured
with timber pegs or stainless steel pins fixed into masonry joints
together with a pitch biodegradable mesh (50mm mesh size) to
secure turf whilst this establishes. Plant sedum plug plants set
into upper layer of turf. Ensure that turf is doubled up and
returned at edges to prevent die back. The top layer of turf and
sedum plugs should be installed within the growing season.

Soft Topping: Gable Wall Heads & Open Wall Head Areas

As for cornice areas however all open wall heads to be rough
racked prior to installation of bentonite clay/ sand mix.

Ensure that the turf is suitably watered at all times until
fully established. Note: Aftercare will be required beyond
contract works into defect liability period.

Rough Racking

Check wall heads for voiding and grout where necessary using
lime mortar to specification provided by the Scottish Lime
Centre. Wall head to be shaped to assist the shedding of
rainwater with the core built up with local fallen stonework
taken from the immediate vicinity. IMPORTANT: Use only
undressed random rubble to build up wall heads where
required. Rough rack all sloping and horizontal wall head
surfaces using lime mortar to specification. Alternatively, use
imported compatible sandstone to specification provided by the
British Geological Survey.

Rough racking mortar to be to Scott ish Lime Centres
Specification.

Existing vegetation 
carefully removed to 
specification

Existing cornice 
stone (width tbc on 
site following 
vegetation removal)
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Existing wall core


