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Designation Record 
 
The Inventory of Historic Battlefields is a list of nationally important battlefields 
in Scotland. A battlefield is of national importance if it makes a contribution to the 
understanding of the archaeology and history of the nation as a whole, or has the 
potential to do so, or holds a particularly significant place in the national 
consciousness. For a battlefield to be included in the Inventory, it must be considered 
to be of national importance either for its association with key historical events or 
figures; or for the physical remains and/or archaeological potential it contains; or for 
its landscape context. In addition, it must be possible to define the site on a modern 
map with a reasonable degree of accuracy. 
 
The aim of the Inventory is to raise awareness of the significance of these 
nationally important battlefield sites and to assist in their protection and 
management for the future. Inventory battlefields are a material consideration in the 
planning process. The Inventory is also a major resource for enhancing the 
understanding, appreciation and enjoyment of historic battlefields, for promoting 
education and stimulating further research, and for developing their potential as 
attractions for visitors. 
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Battle of Pinkie 
 
BTL15 
 
Date of Battle: 10 September 1547 
 
Category: N/A 
Date Added: 21/03/2011 
Last Date Amended: 14/12/2012 
 
Local Authority: East Lothian 
National Grid Reference 
 
NGR: NT 36032 71425 
Coordinates: 336032, 671425 
Overview and Statement of Significance 
 
The Battle of Pinkie is significant as probably the single largest battle fought within Scotland 
and for the use on a British battlefield of some of the major military innovations of the 16th 
century. It is also the final major battle fought between the separate Kingdoms of Scotland 
and England prior to the Union of the Crowns in 1603. It also leads directly to Mary, Queen of 
Scots flight to France and the subsequent turmoil within Scotland after Mary's later return. 
 
The Battle of Pinkie came as the culmination of Henry VIII's campaign, known as the Rough 
Wooing, with the objective of forcing the Scots acceptance of a marriage alliance between his 
son Edward and the infant Mary, Queen of Scots. After Henry's death in January 1547 the 
Regent, the Duke of Somerset, decided that an invasion was the only way to secure the 
marriage. In September 1547 he marched his army north along the east coast to Scotland. 
 
The battle was a dramatic defeat for the Scots, causing the virtual destruction of their army. 
Despite Scotland's heavy losses, the English were unable to achieve their war aims; the 
marriage did not take place and this led to Mary's swift departure for France and her marriage 
to the Dauphin, thereby renewing the Auld Alliance. 
 
Inventory Boundary 
 
The Inventory boundary defines the area in which the main events of the battle are 
considered to have taken place (landscape context) and where associated physical remains 
and archaeological evidence occur or may be expected (specific qualities). The landscape 
context is described under battlefield landscape: it encompasses areas of fighting, key 
movements of troops across the landscape and other important locations, such as the 
positions of camps or vantage points. Although the landscape has changed since the time of 
the battle, key characteristics of the terrain at the time of the battle can normally still be 
identified, enabling events to be more fully understood and interpreted in their landscape 
context. Specific qualities are described under physical remains and potential: these include 
landscape features that played a significant role in the battle, other physical remains, such as 
enclosures or built structures, and areas of known or potential archaeological evidence. 
 
The Inventory boundary for the Battle of Pinkie is defined on the accompanying map and 



includes the following areas: 
 
Land to the west of Esk, now housing estates on the south-west of Musselburgh (Whitehill, 
Stoneyhill, Stoneybank and Eskview). The probable location of the Scottish camp. 
 
The area around Drummohr and Morrison's Haven. The location of the English camp before 
the battle. 
 
The slopes and summit of Carberry Hill. The probable location of the cavalry skirmish the day 
before the battle. 
 
The River Esk from Musselburgh to Whitecraig and lands to the east including the old bridge, 
Inveresk, the Carberry Road (A6124), Wallyford and Howe Mire. The location of the advance 
of the Scottish troops over the Esk and eastward. 
 
The position of the English troop's deployment on the slopes of Falside Hill. 
Landscape features involved in the rout and the aftermath of the battle, notably the route 
westward of the rout over the old bridge in Musselburgh, St Michael's churchyard where some 
of the victims of the rout were buried and Falside castle, which was burnt after the battle by 
the English. 
 
The well preserved landscape characteristics of the battlefield including the views out and 
relationship between the lower slopes of Falside Hill, the Howe Mire, lands to the west of the 
Esk and Inveresk Churchyard. 
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