The Inventory of Historic Battlefields

The Battle of Rullion Green

Designation Record

The Inventory of Historic Battlefields is a list of nationally important battlefields
in Scotland. A battlefield is of national importance if it makes a contribution to the
understanding of the archaeology and history of the nation as a whole, or has the
potential to do so, or holds a particularly significant place in the national
consciousness. For a battlefield to be included in the Inventory, it must be considered
to be of national importance either for its association with key historical events or
figures; or for the physical remains and/or archaeological potential it contains; or for
its landscape context. In addition, it must be possible to define the site on a modern
map with a reasonable degree of accuracy.

The aim of the Inventory is to raise awareness of the significance of these
nationally important battlefield sites and to assist in their protection and
management for the future. Inventory battlefields are a material consideration in the
planning process. The Inventory is also a major resource for enhancing the
understanding, appreciation and enjoyment of historic battlefields, for promoting
education and stimulating further research, and for developing their potential as
attractions for visitors.
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RULLION GREEN

Alternative Names: None

28 November 1666

Local Authority: Midlothian

NGR centred: NT 223 629

Date of Addition to Inventory: 30 November 2011
Date of last update: 14 December 2012

Overview and Statement of Significance

The Battle of Rullion Green is significant as the only battle 1666 Covenanter
rebellion, also known as the Pentland Rising. It ends the uprising and results
in a period of violent repression against the Covenanters.

The battle of Rullion Green was the first and only battle of the Pentland
Rising. A Covenanter army under the command of Colonel James Wallace
had risen in south-west Scotland and had advanced to Edinburgh to attempt
to win support, all the while pursued by a Government army sent after them
under Sir Thomas Dalziel. The Government finally caught up to the
Covenanters at Rullion Green and defeated them after a stiff fight.

Inventory Boundary

The Inventory boundary defines the area in which the main events of the
battle are considered to have taken place (landscape context) and where
associated physical remains and archaeological evidence occur or may
be expected (specific qualities). The landscape context is described under
battlefield landscape: it encompasses areas of fighting, key movements of
troops across the landscape and other important locations, such as the
positions of camps or vantage points. Although the landscape has changed
since the time of the battle, key characteristics of the terrain at the time of the
battle can normally still be identified, enabling events to be more fully
understood and interpreted in their landscape context. Specific qualities are
described under physical remains and potential: these include landscape
features that played a significant role in the battle, other physical remains,
such as enclosures or built structures, and areas of known or potential
archaeological evidence.

The Inventory boundary for the Battle of Rullion Green is defined on the
accompanying map and includes the following areas:

e The low ground which takes in the route of the A702 and which in part
follows a Roman Road. This is most likely the route followed by
Wallace’s Covenanters prior to their arrival at Rullion Green and their
subsequent move onto the higher ground.

e The southern end of Glencorse where the Glencorse Burn debouches
into a more open plain, though still overlooked by hills to the north and
south. Dalziel's force advanced to contact through the glen and a
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preliminary skirmish was fought somewhere within this area prior to the
retreat of Dalziel's vanguard onto the low ground on the north side of
the burn, where they awaited the arrival of the main force.

e The southern and eastern flanks of Turnhouse Hill, which may have
accommodated the skirmish but were also occupied by the left flank of
the Covenanter army.

e The western flank of Lawhead Hill was occupied by the main body of
the Covenanter force, and is now the location of the Marytyr's
Monument, while the terrace centred on the 70 metre contour
accommodated Dalziel's troops once they had moved uphill from the
valley floor to the east. The area to the west of these locations, within
the vicinity of the farm of Rullion Green may have been the location of
the Covenanter camp prior to the battle.

e The Covenanters are likely to have fled to the west and possibly to the
north over the summit of Turnhouse Hill.
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Rullion Green

Local Authority: Midlothian
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Contains Ordnance Survey data

You are not permitted to copy, sub-license, distribute or sell any of this data to third parties in any form.

Contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0.
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