The Inventory of Historic Battlefields

The Battle of Roslin

Designation Record

The Inventory of Historic Battlefields is a list of nationally important battlefields
in Scotland. A battlefield is of national importance if it makes a contribution to the
understanding of the archaeology and history of the nation as a whole, or has the
potential to do so, or holds a particularly significant place in the national
consciousness. For a battlefield to be included in the Inventory, it must be considered
to be of national importance either for its association with key historical events or
figures; or for the physical remains and/or archaeological potential it contains; or for
its landscape context. In addition, it must be possible to define the site on a modern
map with a reasonable degree of accuracy.

The aim of the Inventory is to raise awareness of the significance of these
nationally important battlefield sites and to assist in their protection and
management for the future. Inventory battlefields are a material consideration in the
planning process. The Inventory is also a major resource for enhancing the
understanding, appreciation and enjoyment of historic battlefields, for promoting
education and stimulating further research, and for developing their potential as
attractions for visitors.
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ROSLIN

Alternative Names: None

24 February 1303

Local Authority: Midlothian

NGR centred: NT 275 641

Date of Addition to Inventory: 14 December 2012
Date of last update: None

Overview and Statement of Significance

The Battle of Roslin is significant as seemingly one of the largest battles within
Scotland during the First Scottish War of Independence. The Scottish victory
boosted morale for their cause, but in England the defeat enraged Edward |
who personally led another campaign into Scotland the following year.

Following the Battle of Dunbar I in 1296, Scotland was in a prolonged period a
state of political and economic instability. Contemporary English writers make
scant mention of the numerous hostilities during this period, in which the
Scots inflicted defeats upon Edward I's forces. Only two battles in this period
of the war are relatively well recorded, the Battle of Stirling Bridge, where half
of the English army under the command of Hugh Cressingham was
slaughtered and the Battle of Roslin, where a Scottish army consisting of
around 8,000 men routed a large mounted English army of up to 30,000.

Inventory Boundary

The Inventory boundary defines the area in which the main events of the
battle are considered to have taken place (landscape context) and where
associated physical remains and archaeological evidence occur or may
be expected (specific qualities). The landscape context is described under
battlefield landscape: it encompasses areas of fighting, key movements of
troops across the landscape and other important locations, such as the
positions of camps or vantage points. Although the landscape has changed
since the time of the battle, key characteristics of the terrain at the time of the
battle can normally still be identified, enabling events to be more fully
understood and interpreted in their landscape context. Specific qualities are
described under physical remains and potential: these include landscape
features that played a significant role in the battle, other physical remains,
such as enclosures or built structures, and areas of known or potential
archaeological evidence.

The Inventory boundary for the Battle of Roslin is defined on the
accompanying map and includes the following areas:

e The southern boundary runs to the south of the animal research station
at Mountmarle, a site with a possible place name association to the
battle.
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The western boundary crosses the Kill Burn and takes in the Shinbane
fields.

The northern boundary takes in the fields to the east of Shinbane and
carries across to the eastern boundary to accommodate the undulating
ground which bounds the Hewan Bog.

The eastern boundary takes in the area known as the Hewan Bog,
which again is traditionally associated with the battle.
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